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Abstract:

The given interview delves deep into the performative and psychological aspects of a female
impersonator. Chapal Bhaduri was born a boy and he had an enriched theatrical background in his
home. In this interview he talks about his initial performance, the struggles of his later life, and his
role-playing as a female impersonator. The area of gender studies and gender and performativity are
replete with numerous nuanced variations in terms of understanding the impact on the actor/actress on
stage. Alterations and changing roles played by a man who impersonates a woman on stage, is
therefore, liable to have an expansive outreach altogether. In this interview, Bhaduri also laments the
current condition of the Indian yatra and the different types of media that have taken a toll on the
traditional forms of theatre.

Keywords: Female Impersonator, Indian English drama, Indian theatre, Performance Studies,
Gender Studies

Chapal Bhaduri: Chapal Bhaduri is a legendary character in the field of Indian theatre and plays. He
has been doing the role of a female impersonator in regional Yatras and folk theatres of Bengal. He
was born into a family of theatre personalities —his father Tara Kumar Bhaduri and mother Prava Debi
both were from theatre background. His voice has been bearing a female tenor and he has been
working as a female impersonator in many of the prominent Indian regional plays. There have been
multiple documentaries on him, and a renowned tele-film Ushnotar Janye has also paid tribute to this
doyen of Indian regional theatre.
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Note: This is an interview conducted in Bengali and there is no citation or works cited
required. It is a live interview taken by Supriyo Chakraborty, Publisher of Litinfinite
Journal.
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